State of South Dakota

EIGHTY-SEVENTH SESSION
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 2012

75070773
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 1014

Introduced by: Representatives Iron Cloud IlI, Abdallah, Blake, Dennert, Elliott, Fargen,
Feickert, Feinstein, Gibson, Hawley, Hickey, Hubbel, Hunhoff (Bernie),
Hunt, Jones, Killer, Kirkeby, Kirschman, Kloucek, Lucas, Lust, Moser,
Nelson (Stace), Perry, Rausch, Russell, Schrempp, Sigdestad, Solum, Street,
Stricherz, Turbiville, Van Gerpen, Verchio, and Wismer and Senators
Bradford, Adelstein, Begalka, Frerichs, Holien, Juhnke, Lederman, Maher,
Nygaard, Olson (Russell), Putnam, Sutton, Tidemann, and Vehle

1 A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION, Urging the United States Department of Veterans Affairs
2 to reconsider its proposed closure of certain VA facilitiesin Hot Springs.
3 WHEREAS, Americasveteransfrom all walksof life haverisked their livesand well-being
4  to support and defend the principles upon which our country was founded. In return for their
5 sacrifices, the United States government has committed itself to providing health care and other
6 benefitsfor our veterans, and
7 WHEREAS, the United States Department of Veterans Affairs recently proposed major
8 revisionstothe VA Black HillsHealth Care System that would essentially result in the closure
9 of the VA Hospital in Hot Springs, one of thetop VA facilitiesin the nation, along with revised
10  servicesin other locationsin the Black Hills area; and
11 WHEREAS, the proposed changes would result in the closure of the Hot Springs VA

12 Domiciliary and inpatient hospital and nursing home services, with services to be moved to
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Rapid City and Fort Meade in Sturgis or served on acontractual basis by other private facilities
in the area, leaving Hot Springs with only a VA outpatient clinic and the task of finding
alternative uses for the existing buildings and structures; and

WHEREAS, many veterans have expressed sati sfaction with the care they receive at the VA
facilitiesin Hot Springs and often attribute part of the quality of their careto the facility'srural
environment and setting. In addition, many veterans in southwestern South Dakota and
northwestern Nebraska, both Native American and non-Native, will find themselvesdealing with
longer travel times and inconvenience in exchangefor little, if any, improvement in health care
under the proposed changes. For many veterans in the area, the VA represents their last resort
for quality health care, but theincreased distances and travel coststo usefacilitiesin Rapid City
or Fort Meade will cause serious hardship; and

WHEREAS, the proposed revisionsto the VA Black HillsHealth Care System are likely to
have severe economic and socia impacts on the community of Hot Springs. It is estimated that
thecurrent 1,062 Black HillsHealth Care System empl oyeeswill bereduced to 325 over the next
eight years, which will negatively affect the city's employment and housing markets, aswell as
its overall economy; and

WHEREAS, the current domiciliary facility is a National Historic Landmark, dating back
morethan one hundred years, with construction on the main hospital building beginningin 1925.
These facilities, along with the State Veterans Home, are a central part of the history of Hot
Springs and itsidentity as a veterans community; and

WHEREAS, South Dakota's congressional delegation, Senator Tim Johnson, Senator John
Thune, and Representative Kristi Noem, have joined to express concern to the Department of
Veterans Affairs over the proposed changes and addressed a series of detailed questions to the

VA about the impacts of the proposed revisions; and
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WHEREAS, South Dakotas citizens, both Native American and non-Native, have
consistently displayed high rates of military service and participation throughout the history of
thisstate. They have put personal convenienceand comfort asideto servetheir country, and they
deservethe high quality health care benefitsthat were promised to them asapart of their military
commitment:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the House of Representatives of the Eighty-
seventh Legidlature of the State of South Dakota, the Senate concurring therein, that the South
Dakota Legislature expresses its extreme concern with the proposed revisions by the United
States Department of Veterans Affairs to the VA Black Hills Health Care System, particularly
the proposed closureof theVV A Domiciliary and hospital at Hot Springs. The Legislaturerequests
the Department of Veterans Affairsto reconsider its proposal and to maintain operations of its
facilitiesin Hot Springs; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the United States Congress and the Department of
Veterans Affairs are strongly urged to ensure that the VA health care facilitiesin Hot Springs,

aswell asthe VA facilitiesthroughout the VA Black HillsHealth Care System, arefully funded.



